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MAIN STREET CORNING 
FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Corning has an excellent collection of historic and architecturally significant structures.  It is the intent 
of the program to provide financial incentives to the property owners and business people in the 
business district to assist them in restoring and rehabilitating the signs and storefronts of their 
buildings.  The program shall adhere to the Secretary of the Interior's STANDARD FOR 
REHABILITATION and GUIDELINES FOR REHABILITATING HISTORIC BUILDINGS. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
The primary objective of the Facade Improvement Program is to revitalize the Business District by 
preserving and restoring the existing building storefronts.  It is hoped that in addition to preserving 
the appearance of the building facades, the program will provide examples for the rehabilitation of 
other properties throughout Corning. 
 
GOALS 
Specific goals of the Facade Improvement Program are as follows: 
 

1) The elimination of further deterioration of commercial properties in the business district. 
2) The restoration and preservation of properties of special value for historical, architectural or 

aesthetic reasons. 
3) The provision of a pleasing and aesthetically acceptable place to shop, work and be 

entertained. 
4) To provide a catalyst toward larger scale building improvements. 

 
GUIDELINES 
The Facade Improvement Program will provide technical assistance along with the matching grant to 
owners or tenants (with owner's permission) of commercial property in the MAIN STREET PROJECT 
AREA and meet with the following guidelines. 
 

• The Grant Program will be administered by Main Street Corning.  The Main Street Design 
Committee will determine eligibility and approve all design plans. 

• Selection to participate in the program will be based upon the applicant’s consistency with the 
goals of the Main Street Program and upon commitment to proceed with the building 
improvement. 

• All proposals will meet with the code requirement of the City of Corning. 

• Applicants must have satisfied any delinquent taxes prior to filing an application. 

• Work must be started within 90 days of the approval of the application and completed within 
one year. 

• Work must be done in a workman like manner. 

• Applications must be made and approved prior to work commencing on the project. 
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GENERAL 
 
 
Each Grant will pay for 40% of the total rehabilitation cost applied for.  Maximum Grant per building 
is $1000.00.  The Main Street District is defined as from Adams Street to Nodaway Street and 
between 5th and 10th Streets. 
 
Examples of eligible improvements will include such things as: 
 
1. Exterior painting and cleaning 
2. Replacement of original architectural details 
3. Addition of awnings or changing awning style 
4. Removal of existing sign and sign supports 
5. Installation of new signage 
6. Replacement of windows and window framing of facade/storefront 
7. Selective removal of incompatible elements 
8. Replacement of transom glass 
 
Examples of ineligible improvements include: 
 
1. Interior improvements 
2. Electrical work, except related to signage 
3. Roof and chimney repairs 
4. Merchandising signs 
5. Installation of aluminum vinyl siding 
6. SANDBLASTING 
 
 
"Rehabilitation means the process of returning a property to a state of utility, through repair or 
alteration, which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those portions and 
features of the property which are significant to it's historic, architectural, and cultural values." 
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FACADE IMPROVEMENT 
INCENTIVE GRANT PROGRAM 
 
PROGRAM POLICY 
In addition to the Main Street Corning Design Guidelines, the Design Committee shall consider the 
following guidelines when reviewing and acting upon program applications. 
 
1.  PROGRAM IMPACT 

• The program boundaries include a substantial number of buildings and it is recognized that 
improvements to one structure may not have as great an impact in the downtown as 
improvements to another. 

• Being that the total program dollar amount is limited, it is the intent of Main Street Corning to 
provide the downtown with the greatest impact possible. 

• Therefore, the Main Street Design Committee reserves the right to deny or amend an 
application based upon the reservation of funds for potential projects that would have, in the 
committee's evaluation, the greatest impact on downtown Corning. 
 

2.  PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION 

• Main Street Corning will conduct a comprehensive effort to alert and educate property 
owners, tenants and the community as to the availability and benefits of the program.  
This marketing effort will include media advertisement and meeting with groups and 
individuals. 

• Applications for the program will be available through and accepted by the Main Street 
office.  Each building is eligible for one grant per year. 

• The Main Street Design Committee will meet as needed to review applications.  Free 
architectural assistance through the State of Iowa Main Street office may be obtained on 
an available basis. 

• If an application is rejected, the Design Committee will explain by letter to the applicant, 
the reasons for rejection and what, if any, steps can be taken to receive approval. 

 
3. POST APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

 

• The Main Street Project Manager monitors the progress of the project to verify that work 
done is consistent with the application as approved. 

• Any changes in work verifications must be approved by the Main Street Office.  The Main 
Street Program Director shall have the authority to approve or reject such changes, however, 
the Director may defer such action to the Main Street Design Committee. 

• Approved changes in work verifications will be attached to the original applications dated and 
signed by the Main Street Program Director. 

• The applicant and the Main Street Program Director will conduct a final inspection before the 
grant payment is issued to the applicant. 

• Deviations from an approved plan may disqualify the applicant from this program. 
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PROGRAM AMENDMENTS: 
 
The details of the Main Street Corning Incentive Grant Program may be amended subject to formal 
approval of a quorum of the Main Street Corning Design. 
 
Main Street Corning will not use race, sex, age, or religion as grounds for refusing a grant to an 
eligible applicant. 
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MAIN STREET CORNING 
INCENTIVE GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION 
APPLICATION NUMBER ____________ 
 
1. Name of Applicant:             

2. Mailing Address:             

3. Phone Number:             

4. Project Address:             

5. Does the Applicant own the project building?  Yes  _____  No _____ 

6. If the answer to #5 is NO, please attach a letter from the owner expressing approval of the                     

project proposal. 

7. Estimated project cost: __________________? 

 Amount of grant requested _______________? (Maximum of 40% or $1,000 whichever is less) 

8. Provide cost breakdowns by major categories such as signs, awning, painting, repair, etc. 

 as an attachment to this application. 

9. Proposed project start date: _______________ (work must be complete within 90 days of 

 approval of application) 

10. Proposed completion date:  _______________ 

11. What is (are) the existing use (s) of the building?        

              

12. Will this project proposal correspond with a change in the building’s use? ____________  

 If so, what?             

13. Please attach 2 copies of the project design. 

 
THE UNDERSIGNED APPLICANT AFFIRMS THAT: 
A. The information submitted herein is true and accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge. 
B. I (we) have read and understand the conditions of the Main Street Facade Grant Program 
 and agree to abide by its conditions and guidelines. 
 
Signatures of Applicant (s) 
          Date:    
 
          Date:    


